442                                 FINGAL.                            [Nov. 10,
Fingal being talked of, Dr. Johnson, who used to boast that he had, from the first, resisted both Ossian1 and the Giants of Patagonia0, averred his positive disbelief of its authenticity. Lord Elibank said, ' I am sure it is not M'Plier-son's. Mr. Johnson, I keep company a great deal with you ; it is known I do. I may borrow from you better things than I can say myself, and give them as my own ; but, if I should, every body will know whose they are.' The Doctor was not softened by this compliment. He denied merit to Fingal, supposing it to be the production of a man who has had the advantages that the present age affords; and said, 'nothing is more easy than to write enough in that style if once you begin5. "One gentleman in company6 expressing
houselee, Scott studied history at Edinburgh College. Lockhart's Scott, ed. 1839, i. 59, 278.
1 Sec ante, i. 458, and ii. 339.
3 ' If we know little of the ancient Highlanders, let us not fill the vacuity with Ossian. If we have not searched the Magellanick regions, let us however forbear to people them with Patagons.' Johnson's Works, ix. 116. Horace Walpole wrote on May 22, 1766 (Loiters, iv. 500):—'Oh! but we have discovered a race of giants! Captain Byron has found a nation of Brobdignags on the coast of Patagonia; the inhabitants on foot taller than he and his men on horseback. I don't indeed know how he and his sailors came to be riding in the South Seas. However, it is a terrible blow to the Irish, for I suppose all our dowagers now will be marrying Patagonians.'
3  I desire not to be understood as agreeing entirely with the opinions of Dr. Johnson, which I relate without any remark.    The many imitations, however, of Fingal, that have been published, confirm this observation in a considerable degree.    BOSWELL.   Johnson said to Sir Joshua of Ossian :—' Sir, a man might write such stuff for ever, if he would abandon his mind to it.'   Ante, iv. 211.
4 In the first edition (p. 485) this paragraph ran thus :—'Young Mr. Tytler stepped briskly forward, and said, "Fingal is certainly genuine; for I have heard a great part of it repeated in the original."— Dr. Johnson indignantly asked him, " Sir, do you understand the original ?"—Tytler. " No, Sir."—Johnson. " Why, then, we see to what this testimony comes:—Thus it is."—He afterwards said to me, " Did you observe the wonderful confidence with which young Tytler advanced, with his front already brasedt" '
6 For in company we should perhaps read in the company.
hisg much tortured, Lord Auchinleck at last spoke out,' God, Doctor ! he gart kings ken that they had a lith in their neck '—he taught kings they had a. joint in their necks. Jamie then set to mediating between his father and the philosopher, and availing himself of the judge's sense of hospitality, which was punctilious, reduced the debate
